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Johnson relents.
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out for Inverness early next morning, he would have waited upon us. Such extraordinary attention from this gentleman, to entire strangers, deserves the most honourable commemoration.
Our bad accommodation here made me uneasy, and almost fretful. Dr. Johnson was calm. I said, he was so from vanity. JOHNSON. ' No, Sir, it is from philosophy.' It pleased me to see that the Rambler could practise so well his own lessons.
I resumed the subject of my leaving him on the road, and endeavoured to defend it better. He was still violent upon that head, and said,' Sir, had you gone on, I was thinking that I should have returned with you to Edinburgh, and then have parted from you, and never spoken to you more.'
I sent for fresh hay, with which we made beds for ourselves, each in a room equally miserable. Like Wolfe, we had a ' choice of difficulties! Dr. Johnson made things easier by comparison. At M'Qucen's, last night, he observed that few were so well lodged in a ship. To-night he said, we were better than if we had been upon the hill. He lay down buttoned up in his great coat. I had my sheets spread on the hay, and my clothes and great coat laid over me, by way of blankets.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2.
I had slept ill. Dr. Johnson's anger had affected me much. I considered that, without any bad intention, I might suddenly forfeit his friendship; and was impatient to sec him this morning. I told him how uneasy he had made me, by what he had said, and reminded him of his own remark at Aberdeen, upon old friendships being hastily broken off. He owned he had spoken to me in passion; that he would not have done what he threatened ; and that, if he had,
1 General Wolfe, in his letter from Head-quarters on Sept. 2, 1759, eleven days before his death, wrote:—' In this situation there is such a choice of difficulties that I own myself at a loss how to determine.' Ann. Keg. 1759, p. 246.
hemusing to compare the two versions.'   Macaulay thereupon quc these two passages.   See ante, under Aug. 29, 1783.
